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NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Health Reports, 
Form 86ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General by every 
hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. Troops 
in transit and certain small detachments are not required tosubmit reports; 
for this and other reasons, total strength of reporting units has been con- 
sistently about 1 percent below the actual strength of the Army in this coun- 
try. The mean strength shown for individual stations is that of Army person- 
nel attached or assigned for medical care and does not include organizations 
not on the post but dependent on the station for hospitalization. 


Because of the desirability uf placing the information in circulation 
at the earliest possible time following its receipt, figures are in general 
shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of 
the reported figures, their verification is requested, and the fact that 
they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (!). 


MORBIDITY DATA 


Admissions are reported only for cases hospitalized or confined to 
quarters and excused from duty for 24 hours or longer, except for certain 
cases carded for record only (chiefly venereal disease cases treated on a 
duty status, and deaths which occurred before admission tohospital or quar- 
ters). Admissions designated as "injury" comprise all traumatisms other than 
battle casualties (i.e., morbid conditions due toexternal causes, including 
poisons taken internally, results of exposure to heat, cold and light, and 
reactions to medications as well as various types of wounds not due to enemy 
action). Under present conditions there would not be any direct admissions 
in the continental United States properly classifiable as battle casualties. 
All cases other than those of injury or battle casualty are classified as 
"disease." It may be noted that under the term infectious hepatitis are 
included cases reported as jaundice and cholangitis. 


Admission rates are shown for all causes combined, for all diseases 
combined, for injuries and for a few specific diseases. These rates are 
presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding 
rates in annual andmonthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indicate 
the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would occur over 
a year’s time if the current week’s experience continued for a year. 


The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communi- 
cable and certain other diseases of special interest. Appended isa list of 
cases reported for the rarer communicable and certain other diseases. 


“ ‘The average proportion of the daily strength of the command which is 


confined to hospital or quarters (mean number of non-effectives per thousand 
strength) is given in the summary table for the total United States and for 
each of the Service Commands. This ratio may not be significant when the 
strength of aCommand is changing markedly or when a Command has a relatively 
' large number of General Hospitals. 


The number of enlisted men discharged during the week on Certificates 
of Disability’ for Discharge (CDD) are shown for individual stations. These 
data should be distinguished from the figures for “honorable discharges for 
physical and mental disqualification" assembled by The Adjutant General’s 
Office; the latter include discharges for inaptness in addition toCDD’s and 
are tabulated on a somewhat different basis (e.g., the April data represent 
April discharges processed by the AGO during April and May plus discharges 
prior to April which were processed in May). 


In making comparisons between Service Commands it should be borne in 
mind that morbidity rates naturally tend to be higher in those Service 
Commands which have a relatively large number of General Hospitals and Ports 
of Embarkation. The presence of sizeable numbers of troops not under the 
jurisdiction of a Service Command (e.g. casuals, task force troops, etc.) 
affects the interpretation of the data from the viewpoint of Command respon- 
sibility. 


MORTALITY DATA 


Recent studies indicate that the reporting of deaths on Forms 86ab is 
incomplete, especially in the case of deaths from injury. The resulting 
understatement in the mortality rate from injury may be as much as 15 per- 
cent and occasionally even more, but the death rate from disease is not 
materially understated. Therefore incomputing mortality rates from injury 
and from all causes on the basis of the corresponding numbers of deaths, as 
shown in this report, an appropriate adjustment fdr the underreporting of 
such deaths must be made. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES 


Included inthe report is atable listing the stations (having strength 
of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates fromallcauses, from all 
diseases combined, from injuries, and from a few specific diseases. Not 
infrequently, the excessively high rates of admission for all causes and for 
all diseases combined reported fromreception centers reflect a large number 
of venereal disease cases amongnewly inducted men. Therefore, more signi- 
ficant of high morbidity from disease are the rates of admission for disease 
excluding venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates are 
also shown in the table. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 


In reading the detail tables, it should be borne inmind that admission 
rates based onsmall numbers of cases are not reliable. For this reason the 
symbol (?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of 5 or 
fewer cases. 


Where the current week’s data for a particular station have not been 
received, the latest available figures are substituted therefor and the 
symbol (#) is placed after the name of the station. 
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COMMENT ON 


CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 
All Causes: Disease and Injury: 

During the week ending 1 December 194 the ad- 
mission rate from all causes increased by about 6 
percent to 574 per year per thousand strength which 
is close to the average rate that has prevailed since 
the beginning of October. The current week's mor- 
bidity is about 25 percent below that for the week 
ending 27 November 1943 when an outbreak of common 
respiratory infections was making itself felt strongly. 
Morbidity from disease also increased avout 6 percent 
during the current week to 521 per thousand strength. 


The admission rate from injury decreased to 53 
per thousand, This is the lowest rate reported so 
far this year but is not strictly comparable with 
rates reported prior to October. The relatively low 
injury rates reported since the middle of October re- 
flect in large part increasing compliance with the 
recently issued directive which provided that inju- 
ries existing prior to entry into active service and 
readmitted cases should be recorded under "disease" 
rather than under "injury; previously they had been 
reported as “injuries. " 


Respiratory Causes: 
Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. increased 


about 15 vercent to 107 per thousand which is the 
highest admission rate from these causes reported 
since May. This rate also marks the first pronounced 
seasonal rise in morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. 
Because at this time of 1943 there was a sharp out- 
break of upper respiratory infections, the current 
week's admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. is 
more than 50 percent lower than for the corresponding 
week of 1943. 


The ad@ission rates Sion pneumonia decreased 
slightly to 8 per thousand. Morbidity from this cause 


CURRENT TRENDS 


the Military District of Washington. 


— RESTRICTED 


is about 40 percent below that for the corresponding © 
week of 1943, 


Common Communicable Diseases: 

Morbidity fron venereal diseases, excluding cases 
contracted prior to entry into active service, de- 
creased to 39 per thousand which is about 5 percent 
under the record high rate registered during the weeks 
ending 24 November and 27 October. The current week's 
decrease reflects the tendency for the admission rate 
from these causes to increase gradually throughout the 
month, from a low point in the first week to a peak 
during the last week. 


Morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery increased | 
slightly to § per thousand, The number of new cases of] 
meningitis was reported at 29 which is the highest 
number for any week since July. The number of new 
cases of rheumatic fever was reported at 7O or the 
highest since August. 


VARIATIONS IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND 
All Causes: Disease and Injury: . 
The admission rates from all causes and from dis- | 
ease increased in all Service Commands except the Fifth 
where morbidity from disease remained about the same 
as for the preceding week, The largest increases were | 
reported by the Second and First Service Commands and 1 


As a result of the marked increase in morbidity 
during the current week, the Second Service Command re- 
ported the highest morbidity from all causes (709 per 
thousand) and from disease (673 per thousand) being 
followed by the Third Service Command, with admission © 
rates of 668 per thousand from all causes and 625 per 
sng from disease. The lowest ie from all 


causes a per thousand) and from disease a per 
thousand) continued to be registered in the Eighth 
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COMMENT ON CURRANT TRENDS CCONT’D) 


Service Command, 


The First Service Command which had registered 
an exceptionally low admission rate from injury the 
previous week apparently experienced a marked rise in 
injuries during the current week with a rate of 57 

iper thousand or more than double thet for the pre- 

| ceding week. Only the Fourth Service Command reported 

ja higher injury admission rate (62 per thousand). The 
Second Service Command and the Military District of 
Washington reported the lowest morbidity from this 
cause (about 35 per thousand). 


Respiratory Causes: 


The admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. 
increased in all Service Commands excent the Third. 
Increases in the admission rate of about 25 percent or 
more were reported by the Second, Fifth, Sixth, and 
Bighth Service Commands. The Military Jistrict of 
Washington continued to report the highest morbidity 
from colds, influenza, etc. (139 ner thousand), fol- 
lowed by the Sixth and Second Service Commands (134 
and 130 per thousand, respectively). The lowest mor- 
bidity from colds and influenza was recorded in the 
Fourth Service Command which was the only one to re- 
port an admission rate of less than 100 per thousand, 


Morbidity from pneumonia showed marked decreases 
in the Military District of Washington end the Third 
and Sixth Service Commands. Nevertheless, the Sixth 
Service Command, with a rate of 16 per thousand (or 
double the rate for the country as a whole) continued 
to report the highest morbidity from this cause.. 


Morbidity frow “new" venereal (excluding EPTS) . 
| cases decreased sharply in the Fifth and Seventh Service 
| Comuends but showed relatively little change in the 


other Commands. The Fifth Service Command continued 
to report the highest morbidity from these causes 
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during the current week (62 per ee ee followed by 
the Third Service Command (60 per thousand) . The low-- 
est admission rete from these causes continued to de 
registered in the Military District of Washington (21 
per thousand). 


The Second Service Command and the Military. Dis- 
trict of Washington reported markedly higher bic J 
from ie tans and dysentery. 3 


The new cases of meningitis continued to be 
scattered throvghout the country. The new cases of 
rheumatic fever were concentrated largely in the Ninth 
and Seventh Service Commands, There was a sharp in- 
creese in the number of cases of mumps in the Fourth 
Service Command. 


NON-EFFECTIVE RATE: 

The non-effective rate increased for the twentieth 
consecutive week to 52.9 per thousand; this is the 
highest rate recorded during this war. More than 25 
percent of the current non-effective rate arises from 
deys of treatment for cases evacuated from overseas 
theaters. The non-effective rate for personnel sta- 
tioned in this country is estimated to be lower than 
in 1943, 


PATIENTS REMAINING UNDER TREATMENT; 24 November 1944: | — 
é€ number o neuropsy chiatr Cc cases remain ng wes 
menor wa at 20,635 or some 500 more than at the end of | — 


ae previous week. The number rete BPR bettie injury 
ients remaining decrease n 35.13 
Junber of battle casualty patients be ning increased 


by about 1200 to number 29,966. 


CERTIFICATES = eae FOR DISCHARGE: 

ng ovember there were 
4,470 entigtad: Bae  atachanged by CDD or adout two 
hundred less than the previous week, About 50 per- 
cent of these discharges were = (pre ee hy General _ 
Hospitals. Included among the 4,470 CDD's were 1,639 


neuropsychiatric cases. 
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2-Atterbury, Cp., Ind. 1-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 

1-Knox, Ft., Ky. 1-Carson, Cp., Colo. 

1-Percy Jones G.H., Mich. 1-San Antonio, Tex. 

1-Esler Fld., La. Avn. Cdt. Ctr. 

1-Harlingen AAF, Tex. 

1l-March Fld., Culif. 


M’COCCIC MENINGITIS 

AT GENERAL HOSPITALS 

AND STATIONS UNDER 
: : 5000 STRENGTH 


COCCIDIOIDOMYCOSIS (12) |LYMFHOCYTIC CHORTOMENINGI TIX5) 2-Holabird Sig.Depot,Md. 


2-Minter Fld., Calif. 1-Bradley Fld., Conn. ae ee 
|2-Muroc AAF, Calif. 2-Big Spring AAF, Tex. Peigmeresierticetys pov: 
2-Pasadena R.H., Calif. |1-Reno AAF, Nev. 1-Foster Fld., Tex. 
1-Roberts, Cp., Calif. Delayed Report 
2-Santa Ana AAB, Calif. Week ending 11/2) 
Delayed Report 1-Prince Rupert Staging. 
Week ending 11/2) Area B.C. 
3-Roberts, Cp. Calif. 
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